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 Timothy Kinel, Assistant Principal of Stafford High School 
 
Re: New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) Accreditation 
 
Date: December 20, 2019

 
Stafford High School is in receipt of the New England Association of Schools & Colleges (NEASC) decennial 
report for accreditation.  In March of 2019, a visiting team from NEASC spent three days reviewing and 
assessing our facilities, programs, and services offered to the students of Stafford High School with the intent to 
determine whether our institution should be awarded continued accreditation. After which time, the 
Commission on Public Schools (CPS) voted to continue Stafford High School’s accredited status. 
 
The full accreditation report suggests that Stafford High School has exceeded many standards. We are proud of 
the numerous commendations received from the Commission, especially as relates to school climate, 
personalized learning, and the strong sense of pride in the school community, specifically in course offerings, 
co-curricular programming, and student achievements.  
 
Below are listed some of the commendations articulated within the report: 
 

• Pervasive display of school spirit throughout the school community and community support of students 
and the school 
 

• Commitment of the school community to meet the needs of all students ensuring that they manifest the 
core values, beliefs, and learning expectations 

 
• Multiple ways of recognizing students for demonstrating P.R.I.D.E. (Productive Responsible 

Independent Dedicated to Excellence) 
 

• The adoption of a common written curriculum format that includes units of study with essential 
questions, concepts, content and skills, the 21st Century learning expectations, instructional strategies, 
and assessment practices 

 
• The institution of Bulldog Block to improve personalized learning 

 
• The willingness of staff to engage in professional learning and collaboration 

 
• Creation of detailed design to equitably assess various academic skills 

 
• Consistent grading practices within the freshman house program 

 
• The creation and maintenance of a safe, positive, respectful, and supportive school environment 

 



• The strong sense of pride in the school community, specifically in course offerings, co-curricular 
programming, and student achievements 

 
• The number of Unified course and Unified co-curricular offerings 

 
• The significant visibility of the principal and assistant principal 

 
• The implementation of Scientific Research Based Interventions (SRBI) 

 
• Communication of information about support services to staff and parents through a variety of formats 

 
• Dependable funding to support school programs and services 

 
As with any assessment, recommendations for continued growth were also identified.  Accordingly, listed 
below are some of the recommendations articulated within the report: 
 

• Complete the revision and updating of the written curriculum in a common format  
 

• Development and implementation of a system for assessing whole-school and individualized student 
progress in achieving each of the school’s 21st Century learning expectations  

 
• Design and implementation of a plan for the regular analysis of student work through the use of school-

wide rubrics 
 

• Develop long-term, sustainable solutions to address the shortage of storage space within the school 
 

• Develop a plan to address the ongoing heating and cooling concerns at Stafford High School 
 

NEASC has provided Stafford High School with recommendations designed to better align our practices with 
their standards. Our follow-up responsibilities include creating a plan to address recommendations addressed 
within the report, which are reflected in our School Improvement Plan (SIP). Additionally, our efforts will be 
communicated to the Commission through the completion of two and five-year action plans. 
 
The links below will provide you with the visiting team’s full report, the accreditation letter from NEASC, and 
our School Improvement Plan: 
 
Highlighted Recommendation Letter 
Visiting Team Report 
School Improvement Plan (SIP) 
 
New England Association of School and Colleges (NEASC) information: 
NEASC is a voluntary membership organization of more than 2,000 public and independent schools, colleges 
and universities, and vocational, technical, and career institutions. Of these, approximately 630 schools have 
been accredited through the Association's Commission on Public Schools. The Association works with 
individual schools to improve the quality of education through a continuous process of evaluation and 
Accreditation. 
 


